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IN 2021 THE BEST 50 WINEMAKERS 
OF THE CARPATHIAN BASIN VOTE INTO THE  

IMMOR TALS THE 15TH WINEMAKER. 



People say that a prize turns truly great and precious not because of those who award it, but 

rather because of those who are nominated for it and who receive it! This is the element where 

the uniqueness and specialness of the Winemaker of the Winemakers prize is manifested, as the 

nominees themselves decide about the final winner. The initiative that started in 2007 has come to 

an important stage, because this year celebrates the 15th anniversary of the winemakers’ selecting 

the winner from among themselves.  Nowadays it is not easy to be a winemaker. The world that we 

have to live in now is not about polishing a nearly perfect artwork since winemakers cannot meet 

their vitalizing medium, the enthusiastic community of wine lovers. We all strive for survival but even 

in this fight we should never forget that wine, viniculture and winemaking is a segment of the world 

that we desire to get back to. In the Ministry of Agriculture we are aware of it and therefore we have 

provided major subsidies to get through the difficulties of 2020.

Despite the hardships we should turn to the future with hope – and we can see that this is what 

winemakers do, too. In addition to the crisis management measures the agricultural administration 

also provides a significant amount of subsidies each in the magnitude of billions for modernizing 

plantations, investing into winemaking, promoting wine and within that making the wine regions more 

known to people. 

At the same time working closely together with the representatives of producers we established 

legal regulations of wine on a new fundament making sure that the producers need to spend the 

least possible time with administration. There is a tremendous interest at the tender applications; 

winemakers also have trust in the future and in successful recovery. There is one reason to be 

extremely happy about: the sector recognised that even in the hardest times they have to do 

something for their own success, and they raised earmarked funds to make sure that the future 

biological and market fundaments are laid down.  

While thanking for the persevering work of the winemakers may I wish that they continue to carry out 

valuable activities in the future with their dedicated enthusiasm! 

DR. ISTVÁN NAGY

Minister of Agriculture

PROLOGUE
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WINEMAKER OF THE WINEMAKER S 15
The Winemaker of the Winemakers is  a pr ize of h igh prest ige,  awarded by the best to 
the ver y best .  The pr ize was establ ished by Pál Rókusfalvy in Et yek in 2007 for the best 
50 winemakers of the Carpathian Basin.  Though the 15 years that have passed s ince 
i t s foundat ion cannot be cal led a h istor ical  perspect ive yet ,  the recognit ion has come 
a long way s ince then and i t s genuineness and t imeless values are unquest ionable.

BU T WHAT IS THE ES SENCE OF THE WINEMAK ER OF THE WINEMAK ERS, WHERE IS 
ITS VALUE, PROFES SIONAL RECOG NIT ION AND CREDIB IL IT Y IMPL IED? WHO CAN 
BECOME THE WINEMAK ER OF THE WINEMAK ERS?  

The most impor tant ru le is  that instead of organizat ions or an ex ternal jur y the 
winemakers themselves appoint and choose the winner.  By def in i t ion the Winemaker of 
the Winemakers can be the person who has achieved outstanding profess ional results 
and is nominated for the best 50 winemakers by the winners of the previous years . 
These 50 nominees have the vot ing r ight to choose the winner by t wo rounds of vot ing.    
Th is recognit ion has no f inancial  reward at tached and one get the award once in a 
l i fet ime. 

BU T WHO ARE THOSE WHO HAVE THEIR PL ACES IN THE HALL OF FAME, WHO ARE 
THE WINEMAK ERS OF THE WINEMAK ERS? ON THE NE X T PAG ES THE Y WILL BE 
INTRODUCED BU T HERE IS THE L IST OF THE NAMES: 
 
Zoltán Demeter (2007 ),  dr.  György Lőr inc z (2008),  Ist ván  Szepsy (2009),  Ottó 
Légl i  (2010),  Imre Kaló (2011),  Imre Györgykovác s (2012),  József Szentesi  (2013), 
Stéphanie Berec z (2014),  Dr.  László Bussay † (2015),  András Bac só (2016),  Ist ván 
Jásdi (2017 ),  János Konyár i  † (2018) Mihály Figula (2019),  Károly Áts (2020)  

I t  is  impor tant to note that in addit ion to awarding the h ighest profess ional recognit ion 
the Winemaker of the Winemakers is  a lso in the forefront in socia l  responsib i l i t y.  Each 
year the Fr iend of the Winemakers ,  a specia l  c iv i l  pr ize is  a lso awarded, the Promenade 
of Stars is  be ing developed  as an ef f ic ient tour ist ic tool  in order to promote culture 
and the countr y image and they also f inance the Future Winemaker Scholarsh ip with 
the goal to help young talents to learn abroad and gain internat ional exper ience.

VINUM PR AEMIUM FOUNDATION AND BOAR D 
OF TRUSTEES
Apar t f rom having a s imple appoint ing and e lect ion procedure another guarantee of the 
genuineness of the pr ize is  that the founder ”stepped back ” not to have any inf luence 
whatsoever on the awarding of the recognit ion and entrusted the V inum Praemium Foundat ion 
to have the contro l  over  the pr ize. 
Th is foundat ion is in charge of overseeing the process of put t ing up candidates and the vot ing 
process,  the order ly procedure and documentat ion,  the operat ion of the Future Winemaker 
Scholarsh ip (f rom the appl icat ion procedure,  s igning contracts for scholarsh ips ,  repor t ing 
through f inancing),  and of course,  responsib le for the regular legal  and f inancial  operat ions.  
The Board of Trustees of the Foundat ion is composed of exper ts who do not only possess 
proper technical  exper t ise but a lso comprehend and feel  the s ignif icance of the goals and 
tasks of the grape and wine sector.

D R . B E N CE PR Ó N AY

Lawyer, internationally renown 
expert lawyer who among other 
f ields is an outstanding expert 
of wine law. Apart from being 
the Chairman of the Board of 
Trustees of the Vinum Praemium 
Foundation he is the co-organizer 
of the Wine Conference launched 
in 2013 and that of the Sparkling 
Wine Conference convened in 
2019 for the f irst time.

CH A I RM A N O F TH E 
B OA RD O F TRUS TE E S  
O F TH E FO U N DATI O N 

M E M B E RS O F TH E B OA RD O F TRUS TE E S  
O F TH E FO U N DATI O N 

BA L Á Z S C S A P O DY

One of the most dominant persons 
in Hungarian gastronomy who has 
an international outlook on the 
world of wine and gastronomy 
as a result of his organizational 
and practitioner role in catering 
business.     

KÁROLY GERENDAI

Organizer of culture, businessman 
– He is the founder of Sziget 
Festival, and we can say that 
Costes, the f irst Michelin star 
restaurant in Hungary, also 
belongs to his name, just like 
Costes Downtown which has a 
star as well. The developement of 
the Hungarian gastronomy is very 
dear to his heart, that is why he 
organized „Gourmet Festival” and 
was the main patron of „Pannon 
Bormustra”. 
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PROMENADE OF STAR S
The Promenade of Stars is  located in downtown 
Budapest in a stunning neighbourhood in 
Zr íny i  st reet facing St .  Stephen’s Basi l ica.  T i les 
of stars are la id in the pavement to honour 
each Winemaker of the Winemakers as a ver y 
e legant memor ial  pedestal  proudly procla iming 
the outstanding achievements by winemakers . 
The best t ime to v is i t  the Promenade are the 
days fo l lowing the Award Ceremony of the 
Winemaker of the Winemakers as winemakers 
always celebrate here the f lashing of a new star 
by uncork ing a bot t le or t wo.

According to the latest in i t iat ive the winners 
don’t  only get a star in the capital ,  but a lso in 
the ir  respect ive wine reg ion,  so that in the ir 
homeland local  people could be also ver y proud 
of them.



THE FUTURE WINEMAKER 
The Future Winemaker Scholarsh ip Program is 
probably the most impor tant societal  act iv i t y 
of the V inum Praemium Foundat ion in charge of 
the Winemaker of the Winemakers .  I t s object ive 
is  to provide an oppor tunit y for ta lented and 
hard work ing students specia l iz ing in v i t iculture 
and v in iculture to get access to local  and 
internat ional exper ience.  Appl icants shal l 
submit one s ingle d isser tat ion based on cer ta in 
cr i ter ia and the winner se lected by the technical 
commit tee wi l l  get a 1  mi l l ion HUF scholarsh ip 
for a 6 months long internship abroad and for 
a har vest in Hungar y.  So far 4 young students 
have won th is scholarsh ip,  a lready t wo of them 
have been back f rom their  internships abroad – 
one had the chance to get a taste of har vest ing 
work in Cal i forn ia in the Napa Val ley,  the other 
student in New-Zeeland.

Dorottya Homoky 
taking over her 

scholarship and  
on her internship  
in New-Zeeland.

Sándor László Tóth
in Napa Valley.

Al iz  Zsófia Varga  
taking over her  

Future Winemaker  
scholarship.

Sándor László Tóth 
in the circle of his 
Cal ifornian trainee 
peers.

Sándor László Tóth
in the circle of his Cal i-

fornian trainee peers.

Szonja Novák  
taking over her  

Future Winemaker  
scholarship.

The winner of the 
Future Winemaker 
scholarship program:

SÁNDOR LÁSZLÓ 
TÓTH – 2017

DOROTTYA 
HOMOKY 
- 2018

The winner of the 
Future Winemaker 
scholarship program:

SZONJA NOVÁK 
- 2019

�ALIZ ZSÓFIA VARGA 
- 2020



FR IEND OF THE WINEMAKER S 
Good wine needs no bush as the proverb says and surely ever yone can feel  the t ruth impl ied in i t .  However, 
i t  is  a lso easy to recognize the value of be ing act ive in represent ing a cultural  value order t ruthful ly which 
s imultaneously can r ise the prest ige of outstanding results . 

The special pr ize of the Fr iend of Winemakers is awarded every year by the 50 best Hungar ian winemakers to 
one person who represents the interests of the winemakers on an except ional level.  In addit ion to the recognit ion, 
the 50 winemakers also donate the winner one bott le of wine each as a gif t and a key to their wine cel lars 
symbol iz ing that the doors of the winemakers’ cel lars shal l  always stay open for the Fr iends of the Winemakers.

P RO F. D R. TA M ÁS F R E U N D  

FRIEND OF THE WINEMAKERS 2012
Brain researcher,  connoisseur and 
col lector of Hungarian wines

M Á R I A B O R BÁS 

FRIEND OF THE WINEMAKERS 2013
Ambassador of tradit ional  gastronomy 
and Hungarian wines

DR. GABRIELLA MÉSZÁROS 

FRIEND OF THE WINEMAKERS 2014
DipWSET., honorary associate professor, 
co-founder of the College for Wines 

C A RO L I N E G I L BY M W 

FRIEND OF THE WINEMAKERS 2018
Master of Wine,  expert  
on Central-Europe and Tokaj

PÁ L KOVÁCS 

FRIEND OF THE WINEMAKERS 2019
Recognized writer special iz ing on wines, 
publ isher and copyright owner of  
Debreceni  Borozó 

E D I T S Z A B Ó  

FRIEND OF THE WINEMAKERS 2020
Popular writer special iz ing on wines, 
founder and editor-in chief of  
Borsmenta

L ÁS Z LÓ A L KO N Y I

FRIEND OF THE WINEMAKERS 2015
Poetic style writer on wines,  
winemaker 

H E LGA GÁ L 

FRIEND OF THE WINEMAKERS 2016
Hungary’s grand ambassador of wines

D R. A N D R ÁS CS I Z M A D I A

FRIEND OF THE WINEMAKERS 2017
Col lege docent,  founder and lecturer 
of BorSchola,  writer special iz ing on 
wines
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WINE REG ION – Tokaj  wine reg ion

NAME OF THE WINERY – Demeter Zoltán Winer y - Tokaj

YE AR OF FOUNDATION – The winer y was founded in 1996 by Zoltán Demeter.

S IZE OF THE PRODUC TION ARE A – 7 hectares

SOIL – volcanic and loess

TERROIRS – Szerelmi ,  Kakas,  Veres,  Hold-völgy,  Ősz-hegy,  Lapis ,  Boda, Betsek ,  Új-hegy

G R APE VARIE T IES – Furmint ,  Hárslevelű,  Muscat B lanc

PHILOSOPHY

In the f lea-market when I  take a lamp in my hand, I  s tar t wonder ing why that master made the 

casing for 200 years although for h im only 30 years remained? Why doesn’t  the wor ld operate 

with the same at t i tude nowadays? I  cannot imagine l iv ing my l i fe in a newly bui l t  p lace and 

among newly manufactured objects .  I  have o ld th ings around me that can f i l l  me up with the ir 

inte l lectual i t y.  So that the movements that I  make - a lthough being ephemeral just l i ke when 

music star ts p lay ing,  or when we take a dance step or taste a s ip of wine - should have a 

s imi lar impact that only those ar tefacts can do which were put together by people l iv ing long 

t ime ago, thus just i f y ing the impor tance of our ex istence here. 

ZOLTÁN DEMETER 
2007

WINEMAKER OF THE 
WINEMAKERS 
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WINE REG ION – Eger wine reg ion

NAME OF WINERY – St .  Andrea V ineyards and Winer y

YE AR OF FOUNDATION – The winer y was founded in 1997 by dr.  György Lőr incz . 

S IZE OF PRODUC TION ARE A – 49 hectares

SOIL – General ly rhyol i te tuf f  of vo lcanic or ig in ,  deep brown hard so i l  r ich in c lay.  On 

Nagy-Eged-mountain on a t r iass ic l imestone from the sea a gault  base yel lowish-white sedi-

ments ,  the nummul i tes are deposed. The cover so i l  is  shal low rendzina so i l .

TERROIRS – Nagy-Eged-hegy,  Nagy-Eged, K is-Eged, Boldogságos,  Hangács,  Kovászó,  Magya-

los ,  Pap-plot ,  Ferenc-hegy

G R APE VARIE T IES – Hárslevelű,  Chardonnay,  Furmint ,  Welschr ies l ing,  Sauvignon Blanc,  P inot 

Gr is ,  P inot B lanc,  V iognier,  Rhine Riesl ing,  P inot Noir,  B lue Frank ish,  Mer lot ,  Cabernet Franc, 

Kadarka,  Syrah,  Turan,  Nebbio lo

PHILOSOPHY

We are keen to produce Eger wines,  Stars of Eger and Bul l ’s  B lood of Eger.

DR. GYÖRGY LŐRINCZ 
2008

WINEMAKER OF THE 
WINEMAKERS 
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WINE REG ION – Tokaj  wine reg ion

NAME OF WINERY – Szepsy Winer y

YE AR OF FOUNDATION – The winer y was founded in 1987 by Ist ván Szepsy.  

S IZE OF PRODUC TION ARE A – 56 hectares

SOIL – rhyol i te tuf f,  ye l low and red clay,  quar t zy rhyol i te,  broken tuf f,  s lump zeol i te,  andesite 

tuf f,  quar t z ,  loess ,  dacite tuf f

TERROIRS – Betsek ,  B irsalmás,  Danczka,  K irá ly,  Kővágó, Nyúlászó,  Percze,  Sarkad, Szent Ta-

más, Urbán, Úrágya, Dorgó,  Herceg,  Hold-val ley,  Újhegy,  Bányász ,  Bohomáj ,  Csonka,  Hasznos, 

Lapis ,  Szepsy,  Nyulas ,  Thur zó

G R APE VARIE TES – Furmint ,  Hárslevelű,  Muscat B lanc

PHILOSOPHY

We aim to produce the best qual i t y grapes on the most complex terro irs with no compromise 

whatsoever.

ISTVÁN SZEPSY  
2009

WINEMAKER OF THE 
WINEMAKERS 

23



WINE REG ION – Balatonboglár wine reg ion 

NAME OF WINERY – Légl i  V ineyards and Winer y

YE AR OF FOUNDATION – The winer y was founded in 1989 by Ot tó Légl i . 

S IZE OF PRODUC TION ARE A – 33 hectares

SOIL – loess on so i l  producing rock ,  brown forest so i l 

TERROIRS – Landord,  Gesztenyés,  Banyászó,  János-hegy

Grape var iet ies:  Chardonnay,  Sauvignon Blanc,  Welschr ies l ing,  Rhine Riesl ing,  Furmint ,  P inot 

Noir

PHILOSOPHY

LÉGLI V ineyards and Winer y was establ ished in 1989 by Ot tó Légl i  on h is 0.5 hectar area 

inher ited f rom his parents endeavur ing to contr ibute with h is wines based on local  features 

with ind iv idual character ist ics to the enr ichment of the wine reg ion and to i t s increasing 

recognit ion.  The fami ly estate by now boasts of having a 33 hectares large wine p lantat ion.  

The LÉGLI terro irs are located t ypical ly 160 – 270 meters above sea level  in Balatonboglár and 

Szőlősgyörök v i l lages.  The largest areas that are designated as ind iv idual names of terro irs 

that we put on our labels are:  János-hegy,  Landord,  Banyászó,  Gesztenyés.  On the terra in 

of var ied sur faces that or ig inated on a loess so i l  with h igh l ime and clay content mature, 

fu l l-f lavoured and harmonic wines are grown. Our goal is  to make our wines to be the purest 

poss ib le express ion of the fu l lest harmony created from natural  values,  such as f ru it y f lavours 

and acids ,  e legance and conscious and responsib le human work .  

OTTÓ  LÉGLI  
2010

WINEMAKER OF THE 
WINEMAKERS 
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WINE REG ION – Eger wine reg ion

NAME OF WINERY – Imre Kaló Winer y

YE AR OF FOUNDATION - The winer y was founded in 1988 by Imre Kaló  

S IZE OF PRODUC TION ARE A – 20 hectares

SOIL – brown forest so i l ,  rhyol i te tuf f,  dacite tuf f  fundamental  rock ,  brown forest so i l  with c lay 

spots washed in 

TERROIRS – Ispánberk i ,  Mácsalma, Vén hegy,  Gyűr,  Pazsag

G R APE VARIE T IES – I rsa i  Ol ivér,  R ies l ing-Szi lváni ,  Welschr ies l ing,  Leányka,  Green Velt l iner, 

Chardonnay,  P inot Gr is ,  Sauvignon Blanc,  Turan,  Mer lot ,  B lue Frank ish,  Cabernet Sauvignon, 

Cabernet Franc,  Syrah,  Kadarka

PHILOSOPHY

Key word is naturalness.  Mainta in ing something ancient and or ig inal ,  cont inue and revive i t .  

Reaching back to the roots ,  apply God ’s technology which is in harmony with nature.  Th is is 

our credo.

IMRE KALÓ 
2011

WINEMAKER OF THE 
WINEMAKERS 
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WINE REG ION – Nagy-Somló wine reg ion

NAME OF WINERY – Györgykovács smal l  winer y

YE AR OF FOUNDATION – The winer y was founded in 1987 by Imre Györgykovács. 

S IZE OF PRODUC TION ARE A – 0.5 hectare

SOIL – basalt  rubble loess adobe and volcanic tuf f  debr is

TERROIR – Apátsági  v ineyard

G R APE VARIE T IES – Welschr ies l ing

PHILOSPOHY

Our phi losophy is that one can and one should make wine only f rom r ipe and healthy grapes 

with the least nevessar y inter vent ion.  The goal is  to reta in f reshness,  taste and aroma of 

the grapes in our wines,  and to produce the best poss ib le wines by respect ing t radit ions, 

by paying max imum at tent ion and adher ing to hygienic regulat ions.  In our smal l  winer y we 

fo l low tradit ional  methods so we only work with wooden barre ls and fermentat ion always 

takes p lace spontaneously.  As an honour for developing winemak ing and v in iculture and for 

the ro le he p layed in mak ing Hungar ian wines recognized internat ional ly in August 2007 Imre 

Györgykovács was awarded with a Knight ’s Cross of the Order of Mer it  of the Hungar ian 

Republ ic . 

IMRE GYÖRGYKOVÁCS 
2012

WINEMAKER OF THE 
WINEMAKERS 
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WINE REG ION – Et yek-Budai wine reg ion

NAME OF WINERY – Szentes i  Winer y

YE AR OF FOUNDATION – The winer y was founded in 1998 by József Szentes i . 

S IZE OF PRODUC TION ARE A – 16 hectares

SOIL – granite		

G R APE VARIE T IES – Rheine Riesl ing,  Zengő, B lue Frank ish,  Kadarka,  Csóka,  P inot Noir,  B lack 

Muscat ,  T ihany B lue

PHILOSOPHY

Revival  of o ld var iet ies – the miss ion of the Szentes i  Winer y is  a lways h igher standards on a 

h igher level .

JÓZSEF SZENTESI 
2013

WINEMAKER OF THE 
WINEMAKERS 
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WINE REG ION – Tokaj  wine reg ion

NAME OF WINERY – Tokaj  K ike let Winer y

YEAR OF FOUNDATION – The winery was founded in 2002 by Stéphanie Berecz and Zsolt Berecz 

S IZE OF PRODUC TION ARE A – 7 hectares

SOIL – loess on volcanic rock

TEROIRS – Lónyai ,  Kassai ,  Vát i ,  Farkas,  Lestár,  Lantos

G R APE VARIE T IES – Furmint ,  Hárslevelű

PHILOSOPHY

We aim to ensure that the qual i t y level  of sweet and dr y Tokaj  wines is rated to be among 

the h ighest in internat ional standards in the wor ld.  That is  why in v ine cult ivat ion we do a lot 

of work by hand, we apply st r ingent y ie ld contro l  t i l l  the har vest ,  we a im to spray less even 

then with contact agents and we protect the so i l  with l i t t le ear th work only.  Nature,  so i l  and 

the grapes are impor tant for us and the condit ion of the v ine is the basis of the tast y f ru it . 

Spontaneous fermentat ion and aging take p lace in the barre l .  The t ime of the har vest and the 

b lending pract ice p lay a major ro le in our winer y:   We aspire for balance,  f ru it iness and that 

the character ist ic features of our v ineyard come to the sur face. 

STÉPHANIE BERECZ 
2014

WINEMAKER OF THE 
WINEMAKERS 
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WINE REGON - Zala wine reg ion

NAME OF WINERY – Bussay Winer y

YE AR OF FOUNDATION – The winer y was founded in 1989 by dr.  László Bussay,  he owned i t 

t i l l  2014 when he passed away. 

S IZE OF PRODUC TION ARE A – 5 hectares

SOIL – so i l  with r iver sediment ,  with c lay and loess spots washed in   

TERROIRS – Kövecs-hegy,  Izsó-völgy

G R APE VARIE T IES – Welschr ies l ing,  Rheine Riesl ing,  P inot Gr is ,  Tramini ,  P inot Noir,  Csóka 

Grape, Laska Grape, Cabernet Franc,  Cabernet Sauvignon, Mer lot

PHILOSPOHY

According to Dr.  Dorot t ya Bussay the credo of h is father is :  “ I f  I  boast with a wine,  that should 

be owing to the v ineyard,  which I  can be a ser vant of for a shor t t ime“.

DR. LÁSZLÓ BUSSAY †
2015

WINEMAKER OF THE 
WINEMAKERS 
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WINE REG ION – Tokaj  wine reg ion

NAME OF WINERY – Tokaj-Oremus V ineyards and Winer y

YE AR OF FOUNDATION – The winer y was founded in 1993, András Bacsó was the ch ief 

winemaker f rom the beginning t i l l  2020 when he res igned. 

S IZE OF PRODUC TION ARE A – 100 hectares

SOIL – In the v ineyards volcanic rock ,  most ly tuf f  and debr is deposits compose the so i l .  The 

subsequent d is integrat ion of these layers generates a sur face r ich in c lay minerals ,  zeol i tes 

and f ine s i l ica.

TERROIRS – Oremus, Mandulás,  Kútpadka, Serédy-Vay,  Szent vér,  Budaházi ,  Petrács,  Cz iróka, 

Gyapáros

G R APE VARIE TES – Furmint ,  Hárslevelű,  Zéta,  Kövérsző lő,  Gohér

PHILOSOPHY

Uniqueness,  excel lent qual i t y,  natural  noble wines.

ANDRÁS  BACSÓ 
2016

WINEMAKER OF THE 
WINEMAKERS 
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WINE REG ION – Balatonfüred-Csopak wine reg ion

NAME OF WINERY – Jásdi  Winer y

YE AR OF FOUNDATION – The winer y was founded in 1998 by Ist ván Jásdi . 

S IZE OF PRODUC TION ARE A – 17 hectares

SOIL – Pemian red sandstone,  mar l  dolomite,  loess

TERROIRS – Lőczedomb, S iralomvágó, Bene, Nagykút

G R APE VARIE T IES – Welschr ies l ing,  Sauvignon Blanc,  Furmint ,  Cserszegi  Fűszeres, 

Chardonnay,  Cabernet Franc,  B lue Frank ish

PHILOSOPHY

The profess ional mot to of Jásdi  Winer y can be summar ized by the fo l lowing bon mot :  

“You mustn’t  make those wines in Csopak that you could make anywhere e lse”. 

ISTVÁN JÁSDI 
2017

WINEMAKER OF THE 
WINEMAKERS 
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WINE REG ION – Balatonboglár wine reg ion

NAME OF WINERY – Konyár i  Winer y

YE AR OF FOUNDATION – The winer y was founded in 2000 by Dánie l  Konyár i  and János Konyár i 

S IZE OF PRODUC TION ARE A – 32 hectares

SOIL – loess ia l ,  c layey

TERROIRS – K ishegy,  Öreg- vagy Szár-hegy,  János-hegy,  S ínai-hegy,  Rádi-hegy,  Bánom-hegy

G R APE VARIE T IES – Zenit ,  Sauvignon Blanc,  Welschr ies l ing,  Chardonnay,  Semi lon,  Green 

Velt l iner,  Mer lot ,  Cabernet Sauvignon, Cabernet Franc,  B lue Frank ish,  Malbec

PHILOSOPHY

János Konyár i  star ted work ing for the Balatonboglár State Estate in 1974 as a oenologist 

and af ter the change of the reg ime together with Vencel  Garamvár i  they founded St .  Donatus 

Winer y.  He founded the Konyár i  Winer y with h is son and star ted operat ions in 2000. As a wine-

grower János v is i ted Austral ia and South-Afr ica and he was the f i rst  winemaker in Hungar y 

to apply barr ique-barrel  fermentat ion.  He was awarded the wel l  deser ved Winemaker of the 

Winemakers pr ize in 2018, sadly awarded as a postumous pr ize. 

JÁNOS  KONYÁRI †
2018

WINEMAKER OF THE 
WINEMAKERS 

41



WINE REG ION – Balatonfüred-Csopak wine reg ion

NAME OF WINERY – F igula Winer y

YE AR OF FOUNDATION – The winer y was founded by Mihály F igula sr.  in 1993, and s ince 2008 

i t  is  operated by Mihály F igula j r. 

S IZE OF PRODUC TION ARE A – 30 hectares

SOIL – t r iass ic ,  l imestone,  mar l ,  do lomite,  Permian red sandstone

TERROIRS – Sáfránker t ,  Száka,  Lőcze,  Gel la,  Bordoma, Öreghegy,  Sóskút

G R APE VARIT IES – Welschr ies l ing,  Zenit ,  P inot Gr is ,  Chardonnay,  Sauvignon Blanc,  Muscat 

B lanc,  Cabernet Sauvignon, Cabernet Franc,  Mer lot ,  B lue Frank ish

PHILOSOPHY

To at ta in the h ighest qual i t y the fami ly pursues and super vises al l  the processes f rom grape 

cult ivat ion through wine bot t l ing.  On one hand we respect t radit ions but in addit ion we also use 

the latest technical  and technological  so lut ions in our act iv i t ies .  As a result  of our met iculous 

and r igorous profess ional work we have achieved s ignif icant recognit ions with our wines at 

numerous Hungar ian and internat ional compet it ions,  among others in Bordeaux ,  Brussels and 

Par is .  For us the most impor tant aspect in wine mak ing is to h ighl ight the character ist ics of 

the terro ir.  In our se lect ions there are l ight ,  f ru it y,  youthful ,  fu l l  bodied and late har vest wines 

as wel l  as the ones with long maturat ion,  which natural ly d iv ide our v i t iculture technology.  

We focus on creat ing a unique st y le in v i t iculture that is  complemented by the potent ia l  of the 

terro ir  and is expressed in except ional qual i t y.

MIHÁLY FIGULA 
2019

WINEMAKER OF THE 
WINEMAKERS 
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WINE REG ION – Tokaj  wine reg ion

NAME OF WINERY – Áts Winer y

YE AR OF FOUNDATION – The fami ly winer y was founded in 2012 by Károly Áts ,  who had been 

work ing for what is  cal led today Grand Tokaj  s ince 1988 as oenologist ,  and s ince 2013 as ch ief 

oenologist . 

S IZE OF PRODUC TION ARE A – 3.5 hectares

SOIL – andesite of vo lcanic or ig in ,  zeol i te,  terra rossa and hard clay so i l 

TERROIRS – St .  Tamás, Suba, Dancka,  B irsalmás

G R APE VARIE T IES – Furmint ,  Hárslevelű,  Muscat B lanc

PHILOSOPHY

We would l i ke to present Mád, Tokaj  and the Tokaj  wines al l  condensed in one bot t le.  The 

mult ico lour Furmint as an estate wine f rom var ious terro irs or,  focuss ing on one s ingle terro ir, 

St .  Tamás. Or the sweet wines made from botr y t ised grapes e ither as the f resh,  l ive ly Cuvée 

or as Szamorodni or as Aszú.  We str ive for per fect ion and we wish to enhance the reputat ion 

of the wine reg ion and to br ing joy to the consumers through a g lass of wine.

KÁROLY ÁTS
2020

WINEMAKER OF THE 
WINEMAKERS 
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WINE REG ION – Ttokaj  wine reg ion

NAME OF WINERY – Ár vay Fami ly Winer y

YE AR OF FOUNDATION – The winer y was founded in 2008 by János Ár vay in Rátka.  

S IZE OF PRODUC TION ARE A – 17 hectares

SOIL – volcanic or ig in ,  with geyser act iv i t ies

TERROIRS – Isten-hegy,  Padi-hegy,  Úrágya, Középhegy,  Meggyes

G R APE VARIE T IES – Furmint ,  Hárslevelű,  Sauvignon Blanc,  Muscat B lanc

PHILOSOPHY

Ár vay fami ly makes wine at the Tokaj  wine reg ion in a smal l  p ic turesque Swabian c i t y in Rátka. 

János Ár vay received 450 v ine-stocks f rom his father-in-law as a wedding g i f t .  A l l  through 

the years the l i t t le g i f t  parcel  grew into a 17 hectares estate.  Angel ika Ár vay can owe her f i rst 

wine to Junibor,  because as an economist and as Pres ident of the Associat ion she would have 

l i ked others to taste her wine.  Th is is  how Angi Muscat B lanc was born fo l lowed by Édesem. 

Szabolcs is  a wine technologist ,  in 2009 he also made h is own wine,  is  Szabi  Furmint at 

Középhegy v ineyard,  and for h is 2015 wedding he b lended a sweet wine.  János Ár vay 

has more than 40 years of exper ience in wine mak ing.  H is phi losophy is that wine mak ing star ts 

on the terro ir  and with healthy f ru it .  As a hobby he col lects wonder ful  vo lcanic stones on the 

terro ir  which are not only beaut i fu l  but are also “smuggled” into the Ár vay wines g iv ing them 

beaut y,  mineralness,  uniqueness and excitement .  Fami ly members make impor tant decis ions 

together and ever yday l i fe and work couldn’t  go smoothly without Mrs.  Kata Ár vay. 

JÁNOS ÁRVAY 
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WINE REG ION – Tokaj  wine reg ion

NAME OF WINERY – Balassa Wine

YE AR OF FOUNDATION – The winer y was founded in 2005 by Ist ván Balassa oenologist .

S IZE OF PRODUC TION ARE A – 17 hectares

SOIL – volcanic

TERROIRS – 12 v ineyards,  49 parcels :  Donát ,  Thur zó,  Mézes Mály,  Kakas,  K i rá ly,  Hangács, 

Dorgó,  Betsek ,  Bomboly,  Nyulászó,  Szent Tamás

G R APE VARIE T IES – Furmint ,  Hárslevelű,  Rheine Riesl ing,  Chardonnay

PHILOSOPHY

The endless pursuit  of qual i t y.

ISTVÁN BALASSA
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WINE REG ION – Ménesi  wine reg ion 

NAME OF WINERY – Bal la Géza Winer y

YE AR OF FOUNDATION – The winer y was founded in 2005 by Géza Bal la – at that t ime named 

as Winepr incess. 

S IZE OF PRODUC TION ARE A – 124 hectares

SOIL – brown forest so i l ,  with rocky subsoi l

Terro irs – Ópálos i ,  Gyorok i ,  Kovász i 

G R APE VARIE T IES – Magyarádi White,  K i rá ly leányka,  Sauvignon Blanc,  Furmint ,  Kadarka, 

Feketeleányka,  Mer lot ,  P inot Noir,  Cabernet Sauvignon, Cabernet Franc,  B lue Frank ish

PHILOSOPHY

In the winer y we mix t radit ional  methods with modern technologies ,  keeping in v iew the 

phi losophy that we don’t  add anyth ing to the wine and we don’t  take away anyth ing f rom it 

e i ther. 

GÉZA BALLA
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WINE REG ION – Tokaj  wine reg ion

NAME OF WINERY – Tokaj  Nobi l is 

YE AR OF FOUNDATION – The winer y was founded in 2000 by Sarolta Bárdos. 

S IZE OF PRODUC TION ARE A – 7 hectares

SOIL – rhyol i te,  rhyol i te tuf f

TERROIRS – Barakonyi ,  Cs irke-mál

G R APE VARIE T IES – Furmint ,  Hárslevelű,  Muscat B lanc,  Kövérsző lő

PHILOSOPHY

Making good wine in Tokaj  is  not an opt ion but an obl igat ion.  We must respect the past 800 

years of the wine reg ion and with our ever yday work we create the oppor tunit y for the nex t 

generat ion to l ive and work here.  Therefore i t  is  not enough to make “only”  good wines:  the 

terro irs should be cult ivated in the most considerate and susta inable way and the cultural 

her i tage and our bui l t  her i tage should be also taken good care of.  I  l i ke work ing so that I  look 

for the balance and harmony in the grapes and wines whi le keeping an eye on the detai ls and 

ref in ing the qual i t y of the wines in ever y v intage.  

SAROLTA BÁRDOS
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WINE REG ION – Tokaj  wine reg ion

NAME OF WINERY – Bar ta Winer y

YE AR OF FOUNDATION – The estate was founded by the Bar ta fami ly in 2003. 

S IZE OF PRODUC TION ARE A – 13.5 hectares

SOIL – rocky,  vo lcanic rhyol i te tuf f,  including zeol i te and red clayn

TERROIRS – Öreg K irály,  Kővágó

G R APE VARIE T IES – Furmint ,  Hárslevelű,  Muscat B lanc,  Red Grape

PHILOSOPHY

If grapes are cult ivated in a nature f r iendly way the wine should be also made as c lose to 

nature as poss ib le and in a t radit ional  way.

Our goal is  to preser ve th is specia l  area in i t s most or ig inal  shape for future generat ions.

It  is  impor tant to show that the wines ref lect the unique character ist ics of the ir  specia l 

environment .  The so i l ,  the v ineyard ’s locat ion,  the weather condit ions of the g iven v intage and 

the personal i t y of our co l leagues are al l  embodied in an indiv idual and unrepeatable batch.

KÁROLY BAR TA 
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WINE REG ION – V i l lány wine reg ion

NAME OF WINERY – Bock Winer y

YE AR OF FOUNDATION – The winer y was founded in 1981 by József Bock . 

S IZE OF PRODUC TION ARE A – 80 hectares

SOIL – l imestone,  loess ,  c lay

TERROIRS – Ördögárok ,  Jammer tál ,  Fekete-hegy,  Bocor,  Makár,  Kopár-sző lő

G R APE VARIE T IES – Por tugieser,  Cabernet Franc,  Cabernet Sauvignon, Mer lot ,  B lue Frank ish, 

Kadarka,  Hárslevelű,  Sauvignon Blanc,  Welschr ies l ing

PHILOSOPHY

The Bock fami ly has been involved in grape product ion and wine mak ing s ince 1850 in the 

V i l lány wine reg ion.  The love of wine and the craf t of wine mak ing went down from father to 

son in 9 generat ions.  At the beginning of h is career József Bock har vested only f rom a 0.5 

hectare area but now he processes the grape product ion of 150 hectares (80 hectares own 

and 70 hectares integrated area).

JÓZSEF BOCK
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WINE REG ION – Tokaj  wine reg ion 

NAME OF WINERY – Bot t Winer y 

YE AR OF FOUNDATION – The winer y was founded by József and Judit  Bodó in 2006.

S IZE OF PRODUC TION ARE A – 9 hectares

SOIL – loess ,  rhyol i te,  d iatomite

TERROIRS – Telek i ,  Előhegy,  Határ i ,  Kulcsár,  Csontos

G R APE VARIE T IES – Furmint ,  Hárslevelű,  Muscat

PHILOSOPHY

We do not care for „the top”.  We desire stabi l i t y and str ive for balance.  For us th is means 

the ever yday presence in the v ineyards and in the cel lar.  The recognit ion,  conser vat ion and 

t ransfer of our values p lay a key ro le in our l ives .   Our current exper ience is suf f ic ient for 

v ine cult ivat ion on 5 terro irs of d i f ferent so i ls ,  on 9 hectares of v ine growing area.  We also 

consider organic product ion impor tant for our own needs.  Our wines are kept in oak barre ls 

without the addit ion of yeast .  We love l iv ing l i ke that . 

JUDIT BODÓ 

63



WINE REG ION – Eger wine region

NAME OF WINERY – Bolyki  Vineyards and Winery 

YE AR OF FOUNDATION – The winery was founded by János Bolyki  in 2003.

S IZE OF PRODUC TION ARE A – 27 hectares

SOIL – l imestone,  dolomite,  c lay shale,  rhyol ite tuff,  gravel  and marsh sediment 

TERROIRS – Sík-hegy,  Kist ibr ik ,  Marinka,  Fertő

G R APE VARIE T IES – Blue Frankish,  Cabernet Franc,  Merlot ,  Pinot Noir,  K irályleányka,  Hárslevelű, 

Sauvignon Blanc

PHILOSOPHY

“Every cel lar is  just a cel lar - neither good nor bad. Stone and stone,  tuff and brick and the l ike. 

The good cel lar is  good because it  makes good wine.  More precisely,  as good as it  should be for 

the wine in i t .  What is  beyond, the wrought iron,  the wood carving and stuff l ike that are just l ike 

adding sugar to honey.  In Bolyki  Winery we have nothing of the above,  but there is everything 

necessary that a good wine needs to feel  super comfortably in i t .”

JÁNOS BOLYKI 
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WINE REG ION – Garam val ley 

NAME OF WINERY – Bot t Fr igyes

YE AR OF FOUNDATION – The winer y was founded by Fr igyes Bot t in 2003. 

S IZE OF PRODUC TION ARE A – 10 hectares

SOIL – volcanic ,  chalky

TERROIRS – Far icka

G R APE VARIE T IES – B lue Frank ish,  P inot Noir,  Kadarka,  Hárslevelű,  Furmint ,  Rhine Riesl ing, 

Welschr ies l ing,  P inot B lanc

PHILOSOPHY

We set the a im that based on our current exper t ise through our wines made with the min imum 

necessar y inter vent ions we promote the except ional character ist ics of the Muzsla terro ir.  The 

nature s imi lar,  t radit ional  wine is noth ing e lse but the aggregate of many stra ight for ward    

t iny moments - in the v ineyards and in the cel lar a l ike.  Great emphasis is  la id on the t radit ional 

var iet ies of our wine reg ion,  l i ke Furmint ,  Hárslevelű,  Welschr ies l ing,  B lue Frank ish and 

Kadarka.  Among internat ional var iet ies we focus on Rheine Riesl ing and Pinot Noir.

FRIGYES BOTT
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WINE REG ION – Eger wine reg ion

NAME OF WINERY – Bukoly i  Marcel l  Wine Farm

YE AR OF FOUNDATION – The winer y was founded in 2016, but i t s founders have been act ive 

in winemak ing for 15 years .

S IZE OF PRODUC TION ARE A - 14 hectares

SOIL – l imestone-calcareous mar l ,  vo lcanic tuf f-black erubase

TERROIRS – Nagy-Eged, Ste inhauser

G R APE VARIE T IES – B lue Frank ish,  Hárslevelű,  Syrah,  Rhine Riesl ing,  P inot Noir,  Furmint , 

Cabernet Franc,  Tramini

PHILOSOPHY

The character ist ics of our fami ly wine estate are special  and i t s locat ion is unique.  We l ive 

and manage the winer y on the number one terro ir  of the Eger wine reg ion,  on the southern 

s lopes of Nagy-Eged. We are the only winer y in the wine reg ion to produce 100% chemical  f ree 

cer t i f ied organice wines.  Ours is  a t ru ly fami ly winer y - me and my wife L i l la look af ter the 

p lantat ions,  we make the wines by engaging into al l  the physical  and inte l lectual  work phases 

that i t  takes.   We aspire to present t ru ly the real  character ist ics of our v ineyards through our 

wines and we al low to sur face the real  impact of the terro ir.  We stand for mak ing wine in a 

considerate and clean way, f rom r ipe grapes with no addit ives. 

MARCELL BUKOLYI
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WINE REGION — Mór wine region

NAME OF WINERY — Csetvei  Winery

YEAR OF FOUNDATION — Kriszt ina Csetvei  founded the winery in 2011 in Mór.

SIZE OF PRODUCTION AREA — 4,5 hectares

SOIL — chalky,  c lay,  loessial ,  volcanic

TERROIRS — Vérhegy,  Vajal ,  St .  I lona,  Séd

GRAPE VARIETIES — Ezerjó,  Green Velt l iner,  Welschriesl ing,  Chardonnay,  Pinot Gris ,  Pinot Noir, 

Blue Frankish,  Welschriesl ing,  Juhfark

PHILOSOPHY

I set as an aim to make the Mór wine region and the Ezerjó variety popular.  For the past 3 years 

we have been cult ivat ing our vineyard having an organic approach.  With the minimum inter-

vention I  would l ike to make wines that are nice,  elegant and express the terroir.  In addit ion 

to Mór,  Somló is a real  treat.  The two smallest wine regions with the two miraculous variet ies: 

Ezerjó and Juhfark.

KRISZTINA CSETVEI 
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WINE REGION — Szekszárd wine region

NAME OF WINERY — Dúzsi  Tamás Winery

YEAR OF FOUNDATION — The winery was founded in 1994 by Tamás Dúzsi  and the family has 

been involved in wine production s ince 1850.

SIZE OF PRODUCTION AREA — 40 hectares

SOIL — yel low loess soi l ,  brown chernozem

TERROIRS — Sióagárd-Lányvár,  Zomba-berek-felett i ,  Gesztenyés,  Nagybödő, Görögszó 

GRAPE VARIETIES — Blue Frankish,  Merlot ,  Kadarka,  Pinot Noir,  Cabernet Franc,  Cabernet Sa-

uvignon, Welschriesl ing,  Ezefürtű,  Zweigelt

PHILOSOPHY

We wish to present wines to the consumers in their sheer naturalness.  We bel ieve in c lean, 

natural ,  fruity taste.  Also in our rosé wines we tend to preserve the natural  aroma typical  for 

the variety.  We are of the opinion that wine is a fruit  ju ice prepared by alcohol ic fermentation. 

We make Dúzsi  wines in this spir it .  Naturalness,  f i t  to dr ink.  This is  the phi losophy of our winery. 

TAMÁS DÚZSI
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WINE REGION — Szekszárd wine region

NAME OF WINERY — Eszterbauer Winery

YEAR OF FOUNDATION — The history of the vinicultur ist  Eszterbauer family can be traced back 

to 1746 in the archives data of Szekszárd.  This winery has been operating s ince 2001 and it  is 

managed by János Eszterbauer.

S IZE OF PRODUCTION AREA — 34 hectares

SOIL — loess

TERROIRS — Görögszó,  Bodzás,  Alsónána, Porkolábvölgy

GRAPE VARIETIES — Blue Frankish,  Merlot ,  Cabernet Sauvignon, Cabernet Franc,  Kadarka,  Rhi-

ne Riesl ing,  Muscat Ottonel

PHILOSOPHY

According to the data of the archives of Szekszárd,  my paternal and maternal ancestors had 

been producing grapes and making wine from the middle of the 18th century in the Szekszárd 

Wine Region.  We feel  that i t  is  our duty to continue the tradit ions and we would l ike to be among 

those generations that can take advantage of this great heritage.  The next generation that we 

care for are my two daughters I ld ikó and Kata who also work in our winery,  and with my four 

grandchi ldren hopeful ly the distant future is also taken care of.   Our s logan is :  “The spir it  of our 

ancestors is  in the bott les.”

JÁNOS ESZTERBAUER
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WINE REGION — Sopron wine region

NAME OF WINERY — Weninger Winery

YEAR OF FOUNDATION — The winery was founded in 1997 by Franz Weninger.

S IZE OF PRODUCTION AREA — 25 hectares

SOIL — gneiss,  mica slate

TERROIRS — Steiner,  Frettner

GRAPE VARIETIES — Blue Frankish,  Syrah,  Pinot Noir,  Cabernet Franc,  Cabernet Sauvignon, 

Merlot ,  Zweigelt ,  White Burgundy,  Furmint

PHILOSOPHY

Respecting the vine,  the people and the nature.  I  consider people as part of nature and when 

growing grapes and making wine I  try to give back everything to nature,  so that the circle should 

be ful l .

FRANZ WENINGER
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WINE REGION — Kunság wine region

NAME OF WINERY — Frittmann Brothers

YEAR OF FOUNDATION — The winery was founded by the Frittmann family in 1987. 

S IZE OF PRODUCTION AREA — 60 hectares

GRAPE VARIETIES — Irsai  Ol ivér,  Cserszegi  Fűszeres,  Generosa,  Ezerjó,  Sauvignon Blanc,  

Rheine Riesl ing,  Blue Frankish,  Pinot Noir,  Nero,  Kadarka,  Cabernet Franc,  Cabernet Sauvignon

PHILOSOPHY

The role of the oenologist is  to create the best possible wine from the gift  of each harvest.  I t 

has always been our pr imary goal to make wines from the highest qual ity and best variet ies 

of the region.  The greater part of our white and rosé wines are made by reductive technology 

therefore they are fruity and fresh.  But in our select ion you can f ind aged white and red wines 

as wel l .  We pay special  attention to Ezerjó,  the f lagship wine of our town. In addit ion I  think that 

is  is  part icularly important to restore the shattered prest ige of our town.

JÁNOS FRITTMANN
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WINE REGION — Eger wine region

NAME OF WINERY — Gál Tibor Winery

YEAR OF FOUNDATION — The winery was founded by Tibor Gál in 1992, and since 2005 it  is 

managed by Tibor Gál Jr. 

S IZE OF PRODUCTION AREA — 30 hectares

SOIL — rhyol ite tuff with clay spots washed in

TERROIRS — Síkhegy,  Pajados,  Nagy-Eged, Áfr ika,  Tornyos

GRAPE VARIETIES — Blue Frankish,  Kadarka,  Pinot Noir,  Syrah,  Viognier,  Pinot Gris

PHILOSOPHY

Through more than a quarter of a century’s work we have rel iazed that the most important wine 

of the winery and of the wine region should be Bul l ’s  Blood.  From Bul l ’s  Blood we can make the 

most rel iable and unique wines.  The next decades wi l l  be about the meticulous presentation 

and research of Bul l ’s  Blood. I  would l ike to see that the name Tibor Gál is  amalgamated with 

the rebirth of Bul l ’s  Blood. 

TIBOR GÁL JR.

81



WINE REGION — Vi l lány wine region

NAME OF WINERY — Gere Att i la Winery

YEAR OF FOUNDATION — The winery was founded in 1991 by Att i la Gere.

SIZE OF PRODUCTION AREA — 75 hectares

SOIL — loess,  l imestone

TERROIRS — Kopár,  Ördögárok,  Csi l lagvölgy,  Konkoly

GRAPE VARIETIES — Cabernet Franc,  Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot ,  Portugieser,  Pinot Noir,  

Syrah,  Medoc Noir,  Temprani l lo ,  Blue Frankish,  Fekete Járdovány

PHILOSOPHY

Grapes have been l inked to mankind for thousands of years and and the wine made from it  is 

st i l l  an organic part of our l ives.  I t  can define the mood of our everyday l i fe.  We oenologists 

dedicate our l ives to making always greater and tast ier wines based on the opportunit ies that 

nature provides.  My init ial  dr ive was that i f we produce very moderately without burdening a 

vine-stock it  wi l l  easi ly crush out 6-7 bunches.  I f this energy doesn’t  have to go down into every 

cluster but instead it  is  reinvested in the stock itself,  the rel is ience of the vine wi l l  be grater so 

there wi l l  be no need for chemicals at al l .

ATTILA GERE
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WINE REGION — Szekszárd wine region

NAME OF WINERY — Heimann Family Estate

YEAR OF FOUNDATION — The winery was founded in 1758, Zoltán Heimann took in his hands the 

revival  of the family winery in 1990.

SIZE OF PRODUCTION AREA — 25 hectares

SOIL — dominantly loess

TERROIRS — Iván-völgy,  Porkoláb-völgy,  Baranya-völgy,  Csötönyi-völgy,  Bati  kereszt ,  Bödő

GRAPE VARIETIES — Kadarka, Blue Frankish, Cabernet Franc, Merlot, Sagrantino, Tannat, Viognier

PHILOSOPHY

Our family was among the f irst  to restart wine growing and vit iculture in a small  plant in the 

heart of the Szekszárd wine region on top of Iván-val ley.  Currently we grow vine on 25 hectares, 

a part of i t  is  organic production.  Our vis ion is to make sure that with our work and wines we 

reach out local ly and international ly to consumers whose prior ity is  qual ity.  We have never been 

and never wi l l  be interested in mass production.

ZOLTÁN HEIMANN
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WINE REGION — Tokaj  wine region,  Balatonfüred-Csopak wine region

NAME OF WINERY — Homonna Vineyard

YEAR OF FOUNDATION — The winery was founded in 1999 by Att i la Homonna.

SIZE OF PRODUCTION AREA — 4,5 hectares

SOIL — Tokaj  wine region:  perl i te base rock,  rhyol ite and rhyol ite tuff;  Balatonfüred-Csopak wine 

region:  Permian sandstone

TERROIRS — Tokaj  wine region:  Meszes,  Határi ,  Rány,  Peres;  Balatonfüred-Csopak wine region:

Hampasz

GRAPE VARIETIES — Furmint,  Hárslevelű,  Blue Frankish

PHILOSOPHY

On both wine regions we aspire to keep the tradit ions and we are involved in variet ies of histor ical  

s ignif icance in the Carpathian Basin.  In Tokaj  we focus on Furmint and Hárslevelű,  at Lake  

Balaton on Blue Frankish variet ies.  We lay great emphasis on sustainabi l i ty both in v iniculture 

and vit iculture.  Our vine is cult ivated organical ly,  we work according to the biodynamic calendar.  

We don’t  use absorbable agents,  and we only work with preparations that are permitted in 

organic and biodynamic ampelology.  Al l  our wines ferment spontaneously with a minimum use 

of sulphur and the least necessary interventions.  We focus on the true expression of the terroir 

and vintage in each and every bott le.

In Tokaj  we were among the f irst  ones to make wine with accent on acids in dry wines.  We are 

grateful  for the numerous international recognit ions and also that we have our wines on several 

prest igious wine l ists of wine bars and 3 Michel in-star restaurants.

ATTILA HOMONNA
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WINE REGION — Sopron wine region

NAME OF WINERY — Ráspi  Vineyard

YEAR OF FOUNDATION — The history of the winery goes back to 100 years,  and since 2003 it  is 

managed by József Horváth Ráspi .

S IZE OF PRODUCTION AREA — 21 hectares

SOIL — l imestone,  mica slate,  gneiss embedded in l imestone

TERROIRS — Újhegy,  Kopár,  Kereszthegy

GRAPE VARIETIES — Blue Frankish,  Zweigelt ,  Pinot Noir,  Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot ,  Csóka, 

Furmint,  Syrah,  Kadarka

PHILOSOPHY

“In vino veritas” has the meaning for me that whoever dr inks our wine doesn’t  only dr ink wine 

but also meets the truth that ref lects the characterist ics of our soi l ,  c l imate and doesn’t  ne-

cessari ly fol low the latest fashion.  I  s imply make everything in i ts natural  beauty and aroma 

by keeping the harmony that nature has created. We harvest from minimum 30 and maximum 

100 year old vine-stocks with drast ic y ield control ,  without addit ives,  auxi l iary ingredients and 

yeast,  and the grapes come from the best s lopes of rocky soi ls .   Our wines are made by God, 

by nature herself and we can only make sure that the vine is healthy,  isn’t  overburdened and 

we select the place where it  should grow. We take care of the oxidation and the fermentation 

temperature,  but in the end of the day everything wi l l  happen natural ly.

JÓZSEF HORVÁTH RÁSPI
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WINE REGION — Vi l lány wine region

NAME OF WINERY — Ipacs Szabó Estate 

YEAR OF FOUNDATION — Since 1999 István Ipacs Szabó is the chief oenologist of Vylyan.  He 

founded his own estate in 2009.

SIZE OF PRODUCTION AREA — 1 ,8 hectares

SOIL — clayey loess

TERROIRS — Kövesföld,  Közép-völgy

GRAPE VARIETIES — Cabernet Franc,  Blue Frankish

PHILOSOPHY

Grape and wine teach you how to think,  work,  struggle,  hope and accept.  Accept the loss,  the 

despair,  the good, the magnif icent and to l ive to see the miracle.  In the gospel wine is the fruit 

of the produce of the vine-stocks and human work,  the endless s impl ic ity and immeasurable 

greatness itself.   As I  can l ive it  day by day,  for me this means an inf inite journey between he-

aven and the earth.

ISTVÁN IPACS SZABÓ
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WINE REGION — Mátra wine region

NAME OF WINERY — Karner Wines

YEAR OF FOUNDATION — The winery was founded in 1999 by Gábor Karner.

S IZE OF PRODUCTION AREA — 6,5 hectares

SOIL — volcanic base rock,  red clay with brown adobe clay

TERROIRS — Tavaszföld,  Vitézföld

GRAPE VARIETIES — Welschriesl ing,  Blue Frankish,  Rhine Riesl ing

PHILOSOPHY

The story started 20 years ago when I  began making wine from al l  k inds of grapes growing in 

the garden, fol lowed by some years when I  purchased grapes elsewhere.  Al l  I  wanted was to 

dr ink some good wine.   Then to make my wine even better,  from 2004 I  started planting vine-

stocks.  My aim is to express in the wine the unique magnif icence of the terroir.   I  could reach this 

by spontaneous wine making,  without f in ing and f i l ter ing st i l l  using some sulphur.  Since 2017 

we have been producing organic wines that don’t  contain any addit ives or auxi l iary ingredients. 

With my daughter who joined the company in 2018 we aspire to br ing to l i fe true and honest 

wines and l ive our l i fe in nature with the vine.

GÁBOR KARNER
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WINE REGION — Vi l lány wine region

NAME OF WINERY — Kiss Gábor Winery

YEAR OF FOUNDATION — The winery was founded in 2001 by Gábor Kiss.

S IZE OF PRODUCTION AREA — 11 hectares

SOIL — clayey,  loessal ,  brown forest soi l  r ich in l imestone

TERROIRS — Boczor,  Gesztenyés

GRAPE VARIETIES — Cabernet Sauvignon, Cabernet Franc, Merlot,  Blue Frankish, Rheine Riesl ing

PHILOSOPHY

Good and genuine!  Precis ion and punctual ity!  Neat and t idy!

GÁBOR KISS
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WINE REGION — Balatonboglár wine region

NAME OF WINERY — Konyári  Vineyard

YEAR OF FOUNDATION — The winery was founded in 2000 by Dániel  Konyári  and János Konyári .

S IZE OF PRODUCTION AREA — 32 hectares

SOIL — loessal ,  c layey

TERROIRS — Kishegy,  Öreg- vagy Szár-hegy,  János-hegy,  Sínai-hegy,  Rádi-hegy,  Bánom-hegy

GRAPE VARIETIES — Zenit ,  Sauvignon Blanc,  Welschriesl ing,  Chardonnay,  Semilon,  Green Velt-

l iner,  Merlot ,  Cabernet Sauvignon, Cabernet Franc,  Blue Frankish,  Malbec

PHILOSOPHY

We don’t  produce ideologies that go along with our wines nor do we want to be prophetic .  Al l 

we want is  to make wine to our best knowledge in a fair way.  Respecting grape and nature is 

fundamental  as we can only produce from the vintage of the year.  We endeavor to br ing out the 

maximum from the terroir and the variety. 

DÁNIEL KONYÁRI
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WINE REGION — Balatonfüred-Csopak wine region

NAME OF WINERY — St.  Donat Wine Mansion

YEAR OF FOUNDATION — The winery was founded by Tamás Kovács in 1994. 

S IZE OF PRODUCTION AREA — 15 hectares

SOIL — sandstone,  marl ,  basalt

TERROIRS — Sl ikker,  Nagykút,  Szitahegy,  Berekhát,  Sáfránkert ,  K ishegy,  Hegyal ja,  Bene, Ráta, 

Lapi ,  Farkasverem, Cserhegy,  Töttös

GRAPE VARIETIES — Welschriesl ing,  Furmint,  Blue Frankish

PHILOSOPHY

Balaton is such a t imeless region in the world where people have been l iv ing and enjoying l i fe 

in harmony with nature for thousands of years.  This was on our minds as wel l  in 1994 when we 

establ ished the fundaments of the wine mansion in Csopak at Szitahegy.  The winery and the 

bistro which is open al l  through the year walk hand in hand and head in the same direct ion:  we 

aim to put the best dr ink in the glasses and best food on the plates.  Today we cult ivate vine 

on nearly 16 hectares pursuing ecological  farming and produce wine with the least necessary 

intervention,  often bott l ing it  without f in ing and f i l ter ing in order to maintain the most of what 

nature has given to us.

TAMÁS KOVÁCS
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WINE REGION — Badacsony wine region

NAME OF WINERY — Laposa Wine Estate

YEAR OF FOUNDATION — The family owned winery in the Badacsonyi  wine region was founded 

in 1992 by József Laposa and Zsóf ia Laposa used to be the chief oenologist .

S IZE OF PRODUCTION AREA — 30 hectares

SOIL — on basalt  base rock Pannon sand and Pannon clay

GRAPE VARIETIES — Welschriesl ing,  Pinot Gris ,  Kéknyelű,  Furmint,  Rheine Riesl ing

PHILOSOPHY

Wine is wonderful  because if we l isten it  wi l l  tel l  us where,  how, when and who created it .   For 

me this is  the mix of art ist ic freedom, a chi ld’s astonishement and engineering precis ion.  When 

I  make wine I  am integrated into the undulat ing circulat ion of creation.  I  take over the conduc-

tor’s st ick and with due humbleness I  create synchrony among the sounds so that by forming 

a unity I  could transfer this ancient tune of nature to the people.  As vintages are unique and 

unrepeatable,  t ime and again I ’ l l  have the opportunity to create and to develop inf initely.   After 

every harvest I  am having more and more questions and I ’ l l  make sure that doubt continues to 

accompany me on my way.

ZSÓFIA LAPOSA 
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WINE REGION — Balatonboglár wine region

NAME OF WINERY — Kis laki  Wine Manufacture

YEAR OF FOUNDATION — The winery was founded in 2005 by Géza Légl i . 

S IZE OF PRODUCTION AREA — 19,1  hectares

SOIL — loess,  loamy soi l

TERROIRS — Jánoshegy,  Matacs,  Vitéz,  Landord,  Lakitető,  Bókavölgy

GRAPE VARIETIES — Welschriesling, Chardonnay, Rheine Riesling, Sauvignon Blanc, Blue Frankish, 

Merlot, Cabernet Franc

PHILOSOPHY

We produce vine 3 k i lometers away from Lake Balaton at Szőlőskis lak on the slopes of this smal l 

v i l lage with an expressive name on a 19.1  hectare vineyard.  On the protected inner s lopes of 

Somogy hi l ls  through our nature fr iendly v iniculture and vit iculture we look for the harmonic 

relat ionship between our terroirs ,  people,  grapes and wine.  The basic pr inciple is  s imple and 

evident:  so that our wines could express the unique values hidden in the terroir we should ap-

proach viniculture and vit iculture in an honest and genuine way.

GÉZA LÉGLI
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WINE REGION — Pannonhalma wine region

NAME OF WINERY — Pannonhalma Archabbey Winery

YEAR OF FOUNDATION — Bui lt  on histor ical  fundaments the winery of the Abbey in i ts current 

form has been in operation s ince 2003. 

S IZE OF PRODUCTION AREA — 47 hectares

SOIL — chalky loess,  brown forest soi l ,  red and white loessal  c lay

TERROIRS — Széldomb, Babszökő,  Cseresznyés,  Packal ló,  Tavaszó

GRAPE VARIETIES — Sauvignon Blanc,  Rheine Riesl ing,  Chardonnay,  Pinot Blanc,  Királyleányka, 

Welschriesl ing,  Spicey Tramini ,  Viognier,  Pinot Noir,  Merlot ,  Cabernet Franc

PHILOSOPHY

Present day work which is based on the results of the past and contemplates future must be 

done perfectly.  Natural ly,  the essence is in the detai ls .  For me the biggest learning point was 

when I  real ized that a t iny,  del icate intervention performed in the r ight t ime and on the r ight 

place ult imately wi l l  have way less change on the accomplished wine,  then if we were to let the 

problems accrued and wanted to have an effect ive result  through a one-off major impact.  The 

former,  however,  requires permanent presence,  proper technological  systems and professional 

expert ise,  but as the old saying goes:  You have to l ive together with the wine!

ZSOLT LIPTAI
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WINE REGION — Mátra wine region

NAME OF WINERY — Losonci  Winery

YEAR OF FOUNDATION — Bál int Losonczi  has been involved in wine making s ince 2004 and 

founded his own winery in 2008. 

S IZE OF PRODUCTION AREA — 7 hectares

SOIL — gault ,  below that typical ly andesite

TERROIRS — Gereg,  Lógi ,  Virágdomb, Tamás-hegy,  Hótó

GRAPE VARIETIES — Pinot Noir,  Rheine Riesl ing,  Blue Frankish,  Syrah,  Hárslevelű,  K irálylányka 

PHILOSOPHY

We have been engaged in v ine production ful l  t ime since 2009. From the 2014 year vintage 

onwards we pursue ecological  v ine cult ivat ion on our own terroirs and also on leased vineyards. 

We don’t  purchase grapes.  We have a cert if icat ion attest ing ecological  production.  Fol lowing 

the 2019 year vintage we embarked on an adventure in the world of organic wines.  Some of our 

white wines are made in orange wine style.  The premium qual ity red wines with long aging and 

low impact are typical ly the ones that have defined our image from the very beginning.

BÁLINT LOSONCI
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WINE REGION — Sopron wine region

NAME OF WINERY — Luka Winery

YEAR OF FOUNDATION — The winery that was founded by József Luka in 1995 has been  

managed by Enikő Luka since 2002. 

S IZE OF PRODUCTION AREA — 3,5 hectares

SOIL — l imestone,  gneiss and mica slate,  on that brown forest soi l  r ich in humus

TERROIRS — Steiner,  Újhegy,  Kholenberg,  Harmler

GRAPE VARIETIES — Zweigelt ,  Blue Frankish,  Merlot ,  Pinot Noir,  Cabernet Sauvignon, Turan

PHILOSOPHY

Preserve the past,

do our duty,

bel ieve in future,

trust the new generation,

pause,

think,

tel l  i t  al l ,

love,  cry,  laugh…

wine just comes as a bonus. 

ENIKŐ LUKA
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WINE REGION — Vi l lány wine region

NAME OF WINERY — Malat inszky Organic Wine Estate

YEAR OF FOUNDATION — The winery was founded in 1997 by Csaba Malat inszky. 

S IZE OF PRODUCTION AREA — 30 hectares

SOIL — loess mixed with clay on l imestone structure  

TERROIRS — Kövesföld,  Hajdús,  Városi-hegy

GRAPE VARIETIES — Rheine Riesl ing,  Muscat Ottonel ,  Sauvignon Blanc,  Chardonnay,  Merlot , 

Cabernet Franc,  Cabernet Sauvignon

PHILOSOPHY

A creative winery working in harmony with nature in the spir it  of sustainabi l i ty.

CSABA MALATINSZKY

1 1 1



WINE REGION — Szerémség and South-Csongrád wine region  

NAME OF WINERY — Maurer Oszkár Winery

YEAR OF FOUNDATION — The winery was founded in 1994 by Oszkár Maurer. 

S IZE OF PRODUCTION AREA — 16 hectares

SOIL — loess,  sand, c lay,  adobe and forest soi l ,  with a relat ively high l ime content 

TERROIRS — Nosza-Kadarka,  Nosza,  Fodor-Crazy Lud, Karlóca,  Remete,  Kr isztus (Nagy-Krisztus 

és Kr isztus) ,  Remete,  Kárász (Nagy-Kárász) ,  K irályhalom-Fodor,  Kastélykert ,  Cseresznyés,  Ta-

lánterem, Nosza

GRAPE VARIETIES — Kadarka,  Szerémi Green, Blue Frankish,  Mézesfehér,  Furmint,  Bakator,  Mer-

lot ,  Muscat Blanc (Tamjanika) ,  Rhine Riesl ing,  Cabernet Sauvignon, Pirosmagyarka,  Ezerjó,  Vad-

fekete,  Welschriesl ing,  Kövidinka

PHILOSOPHY

I want to make good and true wines.  With a soul  l iv ing in them. In the process of wine making the 

key emphasis is  on the production of the best possible raw materials by applying an improved 

ecological  production.  On the plantations we aspire to create a balance by providing the neces-

sary condit ions required for the possible ful lest presence of indigenous species.  Naturalness is 

also a basic pr inciple for us in the course of wine making.  Vine has brought me closer to everyt-

hing that is  important for me. Wine was leading me home. The eternal combat of emotians and 

down-to-earth thinking doesn’t  always supress each other,  so sometimes it  happens that both 

want the same thing,  however,  a bit  differently.  This is  how I  became an oenologist .  My heart 

and my sense wanted it .  Soaring,  chasing dreams and at the same t ime thoroughly convinced 

that I  am on the r ight way.

OSZKÁR MAURER
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WINE REGION — Etyek-Buda wine region and Sopron wine region

NAME OF WINERY — Etyeki  Kúria Winery

YEAR OF FOUNDATION — The winery which was founded in 1996 has been managed by Sándor 

Mérész s ince 2013.

SIZE OF PRODUCTION AREA — 32 hectares (Etyek-Buda) and 22 hectares (Sopron)

SOIL — Etyek-Buda wine region:  brown forest soi l  with carbonate residuum developed on mud-

dy loess and chernozem soi l  with l ime coating developed on muddy loess with forest residues; 

Sopron wine region:  chalky,  c layey brown forest soi l  developed on tr iassal  Pannon residual rock

TERROIRS — Etyek-Buda wine region:  Kis Látó-hegy,  Nagy Látó-hegy,  Öreghegy-dűlő,  Tóra-dű-

lő,  Szépvölgy;  Sopron wine region:  Harmler,  Weidengrund, Warme Infr ied,  Steiner

GRAPE VARIETIES — Chardonnay,  Sauvignon Blanc,  Pinot Gris ,  K irályleányka,  Pinot Blanc,  Pinot 

Noir,  Blue Frankish,  Merlot

PHILOSOPHY

Etyeki  Kúria Winery has been in operation s ince 1996 in Etyek,  on Öreghegy.  We have become 

known for our respect of tradit ions and innovative att itude from the very beginning.  In 2001 we 

pioneered as the f irst  to plant Pinot Noir v ine at the Etyek-Budai wine region aiming to make 

red wine.   As a chief oenologist I  bel ieve in an honest att itude to harmonize local  expert ise and 

the latest research results in v iniculture and vit iculture al ike.  Etyek is  a good place because 

wines feel  good here.  I t  is  a tremendous asset that we have to take care of.  As far as Sopron is 

concerned I  dare say that i t  has red wines that can be aged the longest!

SÁNDOR MÉRÉSZ
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WINE REGION — Tokaj  wine region

NAME OF WINERY — Disznókő

YEAR OF FOUNDATION — The winery was founded in 1995 by László Mészáros.

SIZE OF PRODUCTION AREA — 104 hectares

SOIL — volcanic

TERROIRS — Kapi ,  Dorgó,  Lajosok,  I l lésházi ,  Hangács,  Napsugár,  Hegymegi

GRAPE VARIETIES — Furmint,  Hárslevelű,  Zéta

PHILOSOPHY

„The wine of the k ings,  the k ing of the wines.” Although the age of the k ings is  over,  Tokaj i  Aszú 

hasn’t  lost anything from its magnif icence at al l .   At Disznókő Estate the fruit  i tself shows us 

how we can express the best the characterst ic features of our unique terroirs

LÁSZLÓ MÉSZÁROS
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WINE REGION — Mór wine region

NAME OF WINERY — Miklóscsabi Winery

YEAR OF FOUNDATION — The winery was founded in 2001 by Csabi Mik lós.

S IZE OF PRODUCTION AREA — 8,2 hectares

SOIL — calcerous,  brown forest soi l

TERROIRS — Látó-hegy,  Cserhát,  Csóka,  Vén-hegy,  Kőhalmi

GRAPE VARIETIES — Ezerjó,  Rheine Riesl ing,  Chardonnay,  Sauvignon Blanc,  Leányka,  Green 

Velt l iner,  Pinot Blanc

PHILOSOPHY

Passionate working days.  For us viniculture,  v it iculture and catering is an experience that we 

communicate to the wine loving publ ic .  Here and Mór.

CSABI MIKLÓS

1 19



WINE REGION — Tokaj  wine region

NAME OF WINERY — Patr ic ius Winery

YEAR OF FOUNDATION — The winery was founded in 2000 by Kékessy family,  and the winery’s 

managing director was Péter Molnár from the very beginning. 

S IZE OF PRODUCTION AREA — 74 hectares

SOIL — different in each terroir,  but they are al l  of volcanic or igin and extremely r ich in minerals 

TERROIRS — Teleki ,  Sajgó,  Lapis,  Várhegy,  Czigány,  Szárhegy,  Boglyos

GRAPE VARIETIES — Furmint,  Hárslevelű,  Muscat Blanc,  Zéta,  Kövérszőlő

PHILOSOPHY

An important aspect in the phi losophy of Patr ic ius Winery is  that we respect the tradit ions of 

the wine region very much and we apply the knowledge that was accumulated by our prede-

cessors.  We are aware that based on these tradit ions we must develop this wine region further. 

We l ive together with the values of the past and take advantage of them. We continue the work 

that had been started by our ancestors and we endeavour to meet the expectations of people 

l iv ing now and the chal lenges that we are facing.  Tradit ion,  value,  uniqueness,  balance – these 

represent our credo. “Natural  uniqueness” this the motto that reinforces our credo. 

PÉTER MOLNÁR
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WINE REGION — Badacsony wine region

NAME OF WINERY — Vi l la Tolnay Wine House

YEAR OF FOUNDATION — The winery was founded in 2004 by Phi l ipp Oser,  and since 2008 

László Nagy is the estate manager and chief oenologist . 

S IZE OF PRODUCTION AREA — 25 hectares

SOIL — volcanic basalt  turning stones,  sand, c lay,  brown forest soi l

TERROIRS — Southern slope of Csobánc-mountain

GRAPE VARIETIES — Welschriesl ing,  Rhine Riesl ing,  Green Velt l iner,  Sauvignon Blanc,  Chardon-

nay,  Furmint,  Cabernet Sauvignon, Cabernet Franc,  Merlot ,  Pinot Noir

PHILOSOPHY

Vil la Tolnay Wine House is located north of Lake Balaton at the foothi l l  of Csobánc-mountain in 

the middle of a nature conservation area.  Since its foundation in 2004 t i l l  today the production 

area grew by 25 hectares.  In the wonderful  volcanic land, on basalt  and on the sedimental  soi l 

of the former Pannon sea very expressive and characterist ic Riesl ings are born.  From the very 

beginning we are breaking up with local  wine making habits and we endavour making wines that 

tel l  a story to the consumers.  A story about the past of the Pannon region and the unparal leled 

volcanic landscape surrounding us.  We interpret our wines as the narrative of the new Pannon 

wine tradit ion. 

LÁSZLÓ NAGY
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WINE REGION — Balaton-Uplands wine region,  Kál  Basin

NAME OF WINERY — Pálffy Vineyard and Winery

YEAR OF FOUNDATION — The winery was founded in 1998 by Gyula Pálffy.

S IZE OF PRODUCTION AREA — 18 hectares

SOIL — volcanic,  sea sedimental  l ime

TERROIRS — Vaskapu, Csere-kút,  Fekete-hegy al ja,  Csák oldal ,  Töltés

GRAPE VARIETIES — Welschriesl ing,  Rhine Riesl ing,  Furmint,  Juhfark,  Tramini ,  Pinot Gris ,  Blue 

Frankish,  Pinot Noir,  Syrah,  Cabernet Sauvignon

PHILOSOPHY

With a str ingent select ion of shoots,  later with the select ion of bunches we set the ideal y ield 

quantity so that we could harvest the best qual ity grapes in i ts ful l  r ipeness.  We don’t  use harsh 

agents for plant protect ion,  we neither use mite or insect k i l lers nor herbic ides for the weed. We 

aspire to attain the biological  balance in the grapes.  Since 2015 al l  our terroirs have ecological 

cert if icates attached. The volcanic soi l  (basalt-,  lava- and tuff stones) and the high acid and 

mineralcontents favourably inf luence the characterist ic taste of our wines.  During processing 

and fermentation we don’t  use any addit ional ingredients except for sulphur.  We try to keep the 

sulphur level  as low as possible.

GYULA PÁLFFY
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WINE REGION — Balaton-Uplands wine region

NAME OF WINERY — Kál i  Kövek

YEAR OF FOUNDATION — The winery was founded in 2009 by Gyula Szabó. 

S IZE OF PRODUCTION AREA — 7 hectares

SOIL — Most of our grapes are grown on monadnoc slopes of volcanic or igin in nature con-

servation areas.  On the vine slopes the soi ls  are typical ly adobe mixed with basalt  debris and 

brown forest soi l .  In the structure of the rock and tuff soi l  there is an abundance of minerals 

and fossi ls .

TERROIRS — Töltés,  K ishegy,  Pangyér,  Sósi

GRAPE VARIETIES — Welschriesl ing,  Rhine Riesl ing,  Sauvignon Blanc,  Furmint,  Juhfark,  Merlot

PHILOSOPHY

The geohistpric past shaped the Kál  Basin into a miraculous landscape. Mysterious monadnocs 

emerging from the Pannon sea, the soi l  that developed on volcanic rock and the Mediterranean 

inf luence has inspired generations.  From the vine growing here we make wines that in addit ion 

to the characters of the variety also faithful ly showcase the part icular mineral  f lavours of the 

Kál  Basin.  We fol low the tradit ional  and most natural  way of winemaking.  In the complex pro-

cesses that require a tremendous amount of manual work we rely on the power and wisdom of 

nature.  In every act iv ity we pursue we str ive for s impl ic it iy,  genuineness and qual ity.  Our every-

day act iv it ies are def ined by the joy of learning and the excitement of chal lenges.

GYULA SZABÓ
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WINE REGION — Badacsony wine region

NAME OF WINERY — Szászi  Estate

YEAR OF FOUNDATION — The winery was founded in 1994 by Endre Szászi . 

S IZE OF PRODUCTION AREA — 18 hectares

SOIL — sedimental  Pannon soi l  on basalt  base rock

GRAPE VARIETIES — Welschriesl ing,  Furmint,  Kéknyelű,  Rózsakő,  Zeus,  Pinot Gris ,  Muscat Ot-

tonel ,  Zenit ,  Cserszegi  Fűszeres,  Csókaszőlő,  Pinot Noir,  Cabernet Franc,  Cabernet Sauvignon

PHILOSOPHY

There is nothing quite l ike l iv ing in a histor ical  wine region and co-exist ing with the vines and 

produce wine.  My mission is to tel l  the story of this smal l  corner of the Earth in l iquid form and 

to do it  with ecological  cult ivat ion,  with the ethical  use of nature and the combination of tradi-

t ional and modern oenological  pract ices showcasing the characterist ics of the vintages.

ENDRE SZÁSZI
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WINE REGION — Mátra wine region

NAME OF WINERY — Szecskő Winery

YEAR OF FOUNDATION — The winery was founded in 2003 by Tamás Szecskő. 

S IZE OF PRODUCTION AREA — 7 hectares

SOIL — clay,  volcanic andesite base rock,  l ime of biogenic or igin

TERROIRS — Gereg,  Ördöngős-tető,  Csákberek,  Hótó

GRAPE VARIETIES — Turan, Cabernet Franc,  Blue Frankish,  Rhine Riesl ing,  Pinot Noir,  Pinot Gris , 

Green Velt l iner

PHILOSOPHY

My mission is to increase the popularity of art isan and organic wines and the Mátra terroirs .  For 

me naturalness in v ine cult ivat ion and wine making is the most important.

TAMÁS SZECSKŐ
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WINE REGION — Tokaj  wine region

NAME OF WINERY — Szepsy Winery

YEAR OF FOUNDATION — István Szepsy Sr.  founded the family winery in 1989, and in 2005 Ist-

ván Szepsy Jr.  jo ined as oenologist .

S IZE OF PRODUCTION AREA — 56 hectares

SOIL — rhyolite tuff, yellow and red clay, quartzy rhyolite, broken tuff, slump zeolite, andesite tuff, 

quartz, loess, dacite tuff

TERROIRS — Betsek,  Birsalmás,  Danczka,  Király,  Kővágó, Nyúlászó,  Percze,  Sarkad, Szent Tamás, 

Urbán, Úrágya, Dorgó,  Herceg,  Hold-val ley,  Újhegy,  Bányász,  Bohomáj,  Csonka,  Hasznos,  Lapis, 

Szepsy,  Nyulas,  Thurzó

GRAPE VARIETIES — Furmint,  Hárslevelű,  Muscat Blanc

PHILOSOPHY

We aim to produce the best qual ity grapes on the most complex terroirs with no compromise 

whatsoever.

ISTVÁN SZEPSY JR.
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WINE REGION — Tokaj  wine region

NAME OF WINERY — Gizel la Winery

YEAR OF FOUNDATION — The winery was founded in 2005 by László Szi lágyi .

S IZE OF PRODUCTION AREA — 19 hectares

SOIL — various volcanic soi ls

TERROIRS — Bige,  Szi l-völgy,  Barát,  Deák,  Kastély,  Dereszla,  Bajusz,  Lestár,  Dobai ,  Szent Tamás, 

Bomboly

GRAPE VARIETIES — Furmint,  Hárslevelű,  Muscat Blanc

PHILOSOPHY

I have been managing Gizel la Winery for 16 years.  Along with the dynamic growth I  keep in v iew 

the permanent development of qual ity.  We are interested in dry and sweet wines.  Lately we 

have been focussing on elaborating a new dry base wine.

LÁSZLÓ SZILÁGYI
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WINE REGION — Szekszárd wine region

NAME OF WINERY — Takler Wine Estate

YEAR OF FOUNDATION — The winery was founded in 1996 by Ferenc Takler.

S IZE OF PRODUCTION AREA — 82 hectares

SOIL — deep layered gray and red clayey loess soi l 

TERROIRS — Szenta-hegy,  Gurovica,  Görögszó,  Strázsa-hegy,  Porkoláb-völgy,  Decsi-hegy,  Al-

mástető,  Felső-Cinka

GRAPE VARIETIES — Blue Frankish,  Merlot ,  Cabernet Franc,  Syrah,  Kadarka,  Cabernet Sauvig-

non, Sauvignon Blanc,  Rheine Riesl ing

PHILOSOPHY

The „Takler Tr io”,  Ferenc Takler and his two sons András and Ferenc Jr.  have been working to

gether for over 20 years for the success of Hungarian and Szekszárd wines.  The Takler family, 

s imi lar ly to most of the wine famil ies in Szekszárd is aiming to present the typical  Szekszárd 

character in other variet ies too,  whether it  is  Blue Frankish or Cabernet Franc.  However,  this 

requires a precise and conscious cult ivat ion of v ine,  processing and wine making phi losophy 

which is complemented by a considerate aging in wooden barrels thus making the wine nicer 

and ful ler.  The phi losophy is based primari ly on local  variet ies,  but there is s ignif icant emphasis 

on wines made from Bordeaux variet ies l ike Primarius Merlot and Szenta-hegyi  Cabernet Franc 

in addit ion to cuvée wines l ike Regnum or Szekszárd Grand. The typical  feature of the wines is 

the considerable and r ich contents along with a f lowlessly c lean and fruity character comple-

mented by typical  spic iness and mature tannin structure.

FERENC TAKLER
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WINE REGION — Eger wine region

NAME OF WINERY — Thummerer Winery and Vineyards

YEAR OF FOUNDATION — The winery was founded in 1984 by Vi lmos Thummerer.

S IZE OF PRODUCTION AREA — 100 hectares

SOIL — loessal ,  brown forest soi l

TERROIRS — Csókás,  Kőkötő,  Tekenőhát,  Áfr ika,  Nagy-Eged, Vidra

GRAPE VARIETIES — Blue Frankish, Merlot,  Cabernet Sauvignon, Cabernet Franc, Syrah, Kadarka

PHILOSOPHY

The uniqueness of our winery is  impl ied in determination,  persistent and resolute work and the 

common success of several  generations.  Our family business has been engaged in v it iculture 

and viniculture s ince 1984 in the Eger wine region.  The production area has extended from the 

very beginning and by today it  as big as 100 hectares.  In addit ion to wine making,  s ince 2013 

we also have the opportunity to produce tradit ional  sparkl ing wine.  On top of the knowledge 

and tradit ions overarching generations we put great emphasis on modern technologies as wel l . 

Innovation plays a pivotal  role in our winery but we st i l l  keep “those good old things“.  From the 

beginning qual ity is  of key importance for us in posit ioning our work so we are str iv ing very much 

for keeping it  when we fol low the market requirements.

VILMOS THUMMERER
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WINE REGION — Vi l lány wine region

NAME OF WINERY — Tiffán Winery

YEAR OF FOUNDATION — The winery was founded in 1992 by Ede Tiffán.  

S IZE OF PRODUCTION AREA — 25 hectares

SOIL — l ime base rock,  loess,  brown forest soi l

TERROIRS — Kopár,  Ördögárok,  Sterntal ,  Remete,  Várerdő,  Máriagyűd, Kövesföld,  Somssich

GRAPE VARIETIES — Welschriesl ing,  Rhine Riesl ing,  Portugieser,  Blue Frankish,  Pinot Noir,  Mer-

lot ,  Cabernet Sauvignon, Cabernet Franc,  Syrah

PHILOSOPHY

Sunshine and its v ital  power,  soi l ,  location,  c l imatic condit ions,  variety select ion,  the hard work 

and humbleness of the people cult ivat ing the vine al l  contr ibute to making an elegant,  mature 

and great wine from the fruit .  Our family has been engaged in v it iculture and viniculture s ince 

1746 in the Vi l lány wine region.  Our past and present which is embracing ten generations obl ige 

us to be ful ly devoted to genuine qual ity as a guiding principle. 

EDE TIFFÁN
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WINE REGION — Nagy-Somló wine region

NAME OF WINERY — Kreinbacher Estate

YEAR OF FOUNDATION — The winery was founded in 2002 by József Kreinbacher,  and the wi-

nery’s chief oenologist is  György Várszegi  from 2011. 

S IZE OF PRODUCTION AREA — 62 hectares

SOIL — basalt  tuff,  sol idif ied basalt ,  basalt  debris ,  Pannon, sand, broken loess,  brown forest 

soi l ,  black erubase

GRAPE VARIETIES — Juhfark,  Welschriesl ing,  Furmint,  Hárslevelű,  Tramini ,  Chardonnay,  Syrah

PHILOSOPHY

Natural ly we del iver experience - experience del ivered natural ly.

GYÖRGY VÁRSZEGI
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WINE REGION — Szekszárd wine region

NAME OF WINERY — Vesztergombi Winery

YEAR OF FOUNDATION — The winery has been in operation in i ts current form since 1991. 

S IZE OF PRODUCTION AREA — 30 hectares

SOIL — loess,  c lay,  red clay

TERROIRS — Kerékhegy,  Bodzás,  Porkolábvölgy,  Hidaspetre,  Görögszó

GRAPE VARIETIES — Merlot ,  Cabernet Sauvignon, Cabernet Franc,  Syrah,  Kadarka,  Blue Fran-

kish,  Malbec,  Welschriesl ing,  K irálylányka

PHILOSOPHY

The Vesztergombi name is c losely intertwined with Szekszárd,  grapes and wine making.  A histo-

r ical  evidence of i t  is  that the family ’s coat of arms which we use on our labels comes from the 

early 1700s and also the fact that the f irst  v ineyard judge of Szekszárd was cal led Vesztergom-

bi .  Ferenc Vesztergombi had gained experience in some other wine regions and fol lowing the 

changeover of the regime he reacquired vineyards and founded his own winery in 1991 which 

is operating successful ly ever s ince.  Success has been growing as their son,  an accomplished 

oenologist with substantial  international experience jo ined the company turning Vesztergombi 

Winery into a truly two generational family business.

FERENC VESZTERGOMBI
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WINE REGION — Szekszárd wine region

NAME OF WINERY — Vida Family Wine Estate

YEAR OF FOUNDATION — The winery was founded in 1990 by Péter Vida.

SIZE OF PRODUCTION AREA — 23 hectares

SOIL — chalky loess soi l

TERROIRS — Bakta,  Hidaspetre,  Baranya-völgy,  L isztes,  Virághegy

GRAPE VARIETIES — Blue Frankish,  Kadarka,  Merlot ,  Cabernet Franc,  Syrah

PHILOSOPHY

It’s been nearly three decades s ince we are working in our v ineyards and f inal ly on al l  our ter-

roirs al l  those variet ies grow with the proper cult ivat ion method and proper number of v ine 

stocks that provide us the chance to express the real  “Szekszárdiness“.  Elegant and nice wines. 

This is  what we bel ieve in!

PÉTER VIDA
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WINE REGION — Tokaj  wine region

NAME OF WINERY — Pendits Vineyards and Winery

YEAR OF FOUNDATION — The winery was founded in 1991 by Márta Wil le-Baumkauff.  

S IZE OF PRODUCTION AREA — 7 hectares

SOIL — volcanic,  c lay and loess with tuff

TERROIRS — Krakó,  Pendits,  Felső Bea, Holdvölgy 

GRAPE VARIETIES — Furmint,  Hárslevelű,  Muscat,  Kövérszőlő,  Kabar,  Zéta

PHILOSOPHY

We are committed to biodynamic cult ivat ion.  In 2008 we became the f irst  organic wine estate 

in the Tokaj  wine region and in 2011 as the f irst  winery in Hungary we received the DEMETER bio-

dynamic cert if icat ion.  For plant protect ion we only use natural  materials (copper,  sulphur,  plant 

extracts)  and biodynamic preparations.  To take advantage of the cosmic powers to our best, 

v ineyard work is  t imed if possible to Maria Thun’s biodynamic calendar according to the clycles 

of the Moon and planets.  Work in the cel lars is  done with the least necessary intervention.

MÁR TA WILLE-BAUMKAUFF

149



The Winemaker of the Winemakers celebrates its 15th anniversary so the number of the immortal win-

ners will be 15 this year! Going through their names it is evident that there is much more to it than just 

being winners of a prize, as they really create something that is permanent, their activity is rooted in 

nature and heading towards advanced cultural heights. With their work they lay friendly sentiments on 

the festive tables, place holy secrets on the altar, exhilarate dancers’ passion and raise smile on girls’ 

faces while they are also vital suppliers of the pulsation of gastronomy and culture in general. 

It is heartening to see that this group of 15 are not alone after all, because on the way that they show

ed to others several of their peers are working actively side by side with them. They are the immortals 

who every year present fifty winemakers who have already proved to be suitable for joining the cirlce 

of winners. In addition to the recognition and honour they have to face a tremendous responsibility 

because from that moment onwards the right of decision is in their hands, they have to appoint from 

among themselves the Winemaker of the Winemakers!   

The Winemaker of the Winemakers is much more than just a prize: by the help of it we can draw at-

tention to outstanding achievements, we can say thanks for uplifting, tradition preserving and culture 

promoting activities. It is comforting to see that there are so many of those who work on such a high 

level, perform their duties so conscientiously for important goals that have an impact on so many 

different layers of our lives.     

In this album we would like to introduce them, the best ones personally to you. I am so proud that as the 

founder I could make it happen and I can be among the first to bow my head in admiration before their 

honest and fastidious work and epoch making achievements pursued with a mentality that is going 

way beyond the boundaries of the estates.

PÁL RÓKUSFALVY

Founder of the Winemaker of the Winemakers

EPILOGUE 
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WINEMAKER OF THE WINEMAKERS
NAME WEB PAGE

Zoltán Demeter www.demeterzoltan.hu 19

György dr. Lőrincz www.standrea.com 21 

István Szepsy www.szepsy.hu 23

Ottó Légli www.leglibirtok.hu 25

Imre Kaló www.kaloimrepinceszet.hu 27

Imre Györgykovács - 29

József Szentesi www.szentesipince.hu 31

Stéphanie Berecz www.tokajkikelet.hu 33

dr. László Bussay www.bussaypince.hu 35

András Bacsó www.temposvegasicilia.com/hu 37

István Jásdi www.jasdipince.hu 39

János Konyári www.ikonboraszat.hu 41

Mihály Figula www.figula.hu 43

Károly Áts www.atskaroly.hu 45

2021 NOMINEE
NAME WEB PAGE

János Árvay www.arvay.eu 51

Géza Balla www.ballageza.com 53

István Balassa www.balassabor.hu 55

Sarolta Bárdos www.tokajnobilis.hu 57

Károly Barta www.bartapince.com 59

József Bock www.bock.hu 61

Judit Bodó www.bottpince.hu/hu 63

János Bolyki www.bolykipinceszet.hu 65

Frigyes Bott www.bottfrigyes.sk 67

Marcell Bukolyi www.bukolyimarcell.hu 69

Krisztina Csetvei www.csetveipince.hu 71

Tamás Dúzsi www.duzsitamas.hu 73

János Eszterbauer www.eszterbauer-bor.hu 75

Weninger Franz www.weninger.com 77

János Frittmann www.frittmann.hu 79

Tibor Gál Jr. www.galtibor.hu 81

Attila Gere www.gere.hu 83

Zoltán Heimann www.heimann.hu 85

Attila Homonna www.homonna.com 87

József Horváth Ráspi www.raspi.hu 89

István Ipacs Szabó www.ipacsszabobirtok.hu 91

Gábor Karner www.vitezfold.hu 93

Gábor Kiss - 95

Dániel Konyári www.konyari.hu 97

Tamás Kovács www.szentdonat.hu 99

Zsófia Laposa www.laposa.hu 101

Géza Légli www.kislaki.com 103

Zsolt Liptai www.apatsagipinceszet.hu 105

Bálint Losonci www.losonci.hu 107

Enikő Luka www.lukawine.com 109

Csaba Malatinszky www.malatinszky.hu 111

Oszkár Maurer www.maurer.rs 113

Sándor Mérész www.etyekikuria.com 115

László Mészáros www.disznoko.hu 117

Csabi Miklós www.mikloscsabi.com 119

Péter Molnár www.patricius.hu 121

László Nagy www.villatolnay.hu 123

Gyula Pálffy www.palffypince.hu 125

Gyula Szabó www.kalikovek.hu 127

Endre Szászi www.szaszibirtok.hu 129

Tamás Szecskő - 131

István Szepsy Jr. www.szepsy.hu 133

László Szilágyi www.gizellapince.hu 135

Ferenc Takler www.takler.com 137

Vilmos Thummerer www.thummerer.hu 139

Ede Tiffán www.tiffans.hu 141

György Várszegi www.kreinbacher.hu 143

Ferenc Vesztergombi www.vesztergombi.hu 145

Péter Vida www.vidaborbirtok.hu 147

Márta Wille-Baumkauff www.pendits.com 149
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